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Saint Mary Magdalen Church

Oakville, CT.

Activities & Meetings

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, August 2, 2014
Vigil Mass Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Carol Mancini
requested by Cathy & Robert Hewins
SUNDAY, August 3, 2014
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m. John Vitone
requested by Carolann Floyd
10:30 a.m. Joseph Berger
requested by his wife
Father Jim is away this week. There will be no morning Mass
in the Chapel. Daily Mass is offered at 12:10p.m. at St. John
the Evangelist in Watertown, and 8:00a.m. at Our Lady of
Loreto, Bunker Hill, Waterbury.
SATURDAY, August 9, 2014
Vigil Mass Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Dante Quirici
requested by Maria Quirici
SUNDAY, August 10, 2014
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m. Donald, Lola, & John Grasso
requested by Petraroia Family
10:30 a.m. Anthony Sforza
requested by his Mother

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions
The Church: Blessed Virgin Mary reserved by the Legion of

Mary

Bringing up the Gifts: All parishioners are invited to take part
in bringing up the gifts during Mass. This is especially so if we
are remembering a dearly departed loved one during that
liturgy. In these cases, however, please be sure you approach
one of the ushers in the back of church before mass to inform
them of your desire to be the gift-bearer. Otherwise, they
will assume that they need to ask someone to do it from the
assembly.
Mass Intentions: The Holy Mass is the most precious gift one
can offer for another person. Remembering someone with a
Mass honors him or her in a unique way surrounding them
with the warmth of God’s love. A Mass may be offered for
anyone, living or deceased.
Candle Intentions: The parish office is now accepting candle
intentions for a donation of $20.00 for the Sanctuary candles
that burn weekly in honor, celebration or in remembrance of
an individual. The candles are located at the Tabernacle in
the Church and Chapel. To arrange a Mass or Candle
intention please call the parish office or stop by Mondaythrough Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and speak with
Roberta.

August 3 & 9, 2014

SATURDAY
3:00- 3:30p.m.

Confessions, Church

Saint Mary Magdalen School
www.smmsoakville.org
Annual Golf Tournament
Attention all Golfers the 18th Annual
Magdalenian Golf Tournament will take place on Friday,
September 26, 2014 at the Watertown Golf Club. All
proceeds will benefit students at the parish school. Dinner
and awards will follow the tournament. Please consider one
of the many sponsorship opportunities. More information is
available on the school website.

Stewardship of Treasure

Our parishioners need to give $5,500 every week to our
spiritual home in order to maintain it financially. The weekly
stewardship offering for July 26 & 27, $4,019.00 On-Line
Giving $ 623.00 totaling $4,642.00.
The parish did not meet our weekly goal this week, we fell
short by $858.00.
Sign up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at:

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.

New Parishioners: Welcome to our parish.
Please introduce yourself to Fr. Jim Gregory after
Mass. He wants to know and serve you. We encourage you
to share your time, talent, and treasure with our parish
community. Please register by stopping in or calling the parish
office during the week Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. You are a blessing to our parish family and we’re
glad you’re here!

Jeremy Scott Hanson to Katherine Dorothy Callahan

“Wee Celebrate” Registration
Applications are now being accepted for our Wee Celebrate
Program. This program runs from October through May. It is
held during the 10:30 Mass in our church hall and is for
children ages 3-kingergarten. Please contact the Faith
Formation Office and ask for Beverly for more information.
The fee is $35.00 per family.

August 3, 2014

Welcome our Visiting Missionary

We welcome Fr. Varghese Srambickal V.C., a
Vincentian Missionary Priest from India, to our parish this
weekend to participate in our Annual Missionary
Cooperation Plan. He will preach at all the Masses this
weekend and will make an appeal on behalf of the
Vincentian Missions. The Vincentian Missionaries, all natives
of India, need our help to carry out their many missionary,
educational and charitable activities in their missions. They
need our special financial support for the training of young
men studying for priesthood. There will be special collection
today to help the missionary work of the Vincentian
Missionaries. We urge you to be very generous in your
mission offering since these Missionaries need our help. I f
you did not have an opportunity to make an offering today
or would like to make an additional offering, you may make
your offering through the general parish collection next
weekend in a specially marked envelope. Thank you very
much for your prayers and generous financial support.

Scholarship Winners

Congratulations to Emily LeClerc, who
was awarded the 2013-14 REACH
scholarship and to Nick Johnson, who was awarded the
2013-14 CWO/REACH scholarship.
Together, Emily and Nick gave almost 800 hours of their
time to REACH during the past four years. They participated
in most of our events, including raking leaves for our elderly,
Project Home Front, the parish Epiphany Party, Senior Bingo,
Easter Egg Hunt and our annual Hunger Fast (supporting the
St. Vincent DePaul Mission and the Watertown Food Bank).
After she graduates from WF Kaynor Technical HS in 2015,
Emily hopes to attend either the University of Connecticut or
Seton Hall University and major in Business Administration.
Besides participating in most of the REACH service events,
Emily is also very active in our church choir.
After he
graduates from Sacred Heart HS in 2015, Nick is hoping to
attend the University of Connecticut.
We wish to thank our parish family for their outstanding
support, which makes these scholarships possible. We also
wish to extend special thanks to our friends in CWO for their
generous support of the CWO/REACH scholarship! Finally,
we wish Emily and Nick much success as they head into their
senior year of HS in preparation for the start of their college
careers.

Life must be understood backwards. But it
must be lived forwards.
(By; Soren Kierkegaard May 2014 pg. 9 Smithsonian

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.
Shepherd’s Desk
By Father Jim Gregory

There are some images of Saint Mary Magdalen
that are not based on Scripture. One example would be
the recently discovered statue of a woman praying
speculated to be Mary Magdalen. Images like that of the
praying Mary portrays her as a penitential prostitute. That
penitential image comes from conflating over time of
some unnamed women who are prostitutes in the Gospels
with Mary of Magdala who is never unnamed. Mary
Magdalen is always remembered by name in the Gospels
when she acts.
Fortunately, there are some images of Saint Mary
Magdalen that are based on Scriptures. They give us some
good insights into her as a model of discipleship. For
example, Mary Magdalen as myrrhophore or ointment
bearer like the statue in our sanctuary is based on
Scripture. In this image Mary is specifically remembered by
name in all Gospel accounts as going to the tomb to
anoint the crucified Jesus. It’s an image of expectant
conversion as we know she will soon discover the empty
tomb.
There is another Scriptural image of Saint Mary
Magdalen known as noli me tangeri that offers us insights
into resurrected love. Painted by the likes of Giotto,
Titian, and Fra Angelico, noli me tangeri depicts Mary
Magdalen on her knees outstretching her arms to the risen
Christ who says to her, “Stop holding on to me, (noli me
tangeri) for I have not yet ascended to the Father” (Jn
20:17). It demonstrates that divine resurrected love is
about letting go. If Mary Magdalen were to continue
holding on to the risen Christ, Christ would not be able to
complete his resurrected journey ascending to the Father.
Christ would not be able to rise because Mary was holding
him back. Mary had to love Christ by letting him go.
The laws of nature show that the universe is
evolving and creating itself. That is the only way a loving
God would create, by allowing the universe to become
itself. God had to let it go for the universe to become.
And so it is with Christ. By allowing the Father’s will to be
done, Jesus was open to allowing God’s kingdom to
become itself. He did not try to control God’s plan. In
love, Christ let God go.
So it is with us. We often rationalize our codependency or our desire to control people or situations
as being caring and nurturing when in reality it is
smothering and stunting of life. In love, we must let go in
order to allow those we love to truly grow and become
who they truly are and allow events in our lives to emerge
in their fullness.
In the rock opera, Jesus Christ, Superstar, Mary
Magdalen sings that she does not know how to love Jesus.
In Scriptures we know Mary Magdalen does know how to
love him. She lets him go and allows Christ to become
Christ.

