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St. Mary Magdalen Church

Oakville, CT

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, April 12, 2014 Vigil Palm Sunday
4:00 p.m. Vincenzo Zappone
requested by his wife & family
SUNDAY, April 13, 2014 Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m. Miquel Mucciacciaro
requested by his daughter
10:30 a.m. S. Frank LaRosa & Beth Cummings
requested by their loving family
MONDAY, April 14, 2014 – Holy Week
8:00 a.m. Nicolena Gagnon
TUESDAY, April 15, 2014 – Holy Week
8:00 a.m. Anthony Fusco
requested the SMMS community
WEDNESDAY, April 16, 2014 – Holy Week
8:00 a.m. Lucy Colicchio
requested by St. Mary Magdalen Parish

Holy Thursday, April 17, 2014
7:00p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, April 18, 2014
3:00p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday, April 19, 2014
8:00p.m. Easter Vigil Mass
EASTER SUNDAY, April 20, 2014
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Mass of the Day

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions

The Church: Domenico Addona reserved by the Guerrera
family.
The Chapel: Virginia Destefano reserved by her children.

Stewardship of Treasure
Our parishioners need to give $5,500 every week to our
spiritual home in order to maintain it financially.
The weekly stewardship offering for totaled $6,541.00 and
On Line totaled$394.00 grand total of $6,935.00.
Thank you good stewards we have met our goal this week!

New Parishioners:
Welcome to our parish. Please introduce
yourself to Fr. Jim Gregory after Mass. We want to know
and serve you. Please register by stopping in or calling the
parish office during the week Mon. through Fri. 10:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. We encourage you to use our offertory envelope
system and to share your time, talent, and treasure for our
parish community. You are a blessing to our parish family
and we’re glad you’re here!

Activities & Meetings
April 13 - 19, 2014
SUNDAY
10:30 a.m.

Wee Celebrate Program, Church Hall

MONDAY
6:00p.m.
SATURDAY
11:00a.m.
12noon

Lenten Confessions, Church
Blessing of the Easter Food, Church
Easter Egg Hunt, Reach, School Grounds

Holy Easter Triduum 2014
Holy Thursday, April 17
7:00 p.m. – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until 8:30 p.m.
Followed by Night Prayer
Good Friday, April 18
3:00 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday, April 19
8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass
(There will be no 4:00 p.m. Mass.)
Easter Sunday, April 20
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Mass of the Day

Saint Mary Magdalen School
www.smmsoakville.org
The 2014 Annual St. Mary Magdalen
School Carnival will be held Tuesday,
April 29th thru Saturday, May 3rd. We are now collecting
donations from friends of SMMS and local businesses. To
help keep costs down, we are asking for the following items:
Napkins, Paper Towels, Paper Plates (both 6” and 9”), Plastic
Forks and Spoons, Ketchup, Mustard, Confectionary Sugar,
5lb. Bags of Sugar, Grated Cheese, Coffee, Salt & Pepper
Containers and Cases of 16oz. Bottled Water. Donations can
be brought to church and put in the bins at each entrance,
dropped off at the rectory or directly at the school by
Monday, April 28th. Also, if there are any parishioners who
would like to volunteer during the carnival, please call the
school office at (860)945-0621. As always, thank you for
your continued support of your parish school.

Vocations: Blest are they who come in the
name of the name of the Lord! Am I being
called to proclaim Jesus as a priest, deacon,
brother or sister? If you believe that you are, call Fr. Jim at
the parish office, 860-274-9273. He would like to speak to
you.

April 13, 2014

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.
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Palm Cross Pick Up…
Pre-paid/order crosses are available for pick up in the
church hall this weekend. (Palm Sunday). There will be
no extra Crosses available. For more information please contact;
Mary Disisto at 860-274-0876. Thank you for your support!

Chrism Mass
Tuesday, April 15, 2014

On Tuesday of this week Archbishop Blair will celebrate the
Chrism Mass at The Cathedral of St. Joseph at 11:00 a.m. This
Mass is open to the public. Our parish school will be
attending. Mr. Tom Maynard, school principal, has a few
seats available on the school bus with the students. The bus
will leave the school parking lot for 8:30a.m. and you should
pack a bag lunch. If any parishioner is interested, please call
the office a call by 2p.m. Monday. (860-945-0621)

Youth Group hosts Easter Egg Hunt
On Saturday, April 19th, REACH will host their
annual Easter egg hunt for the children of our
parish. This event will take place behind St. Mary Magdalen
School beginning at twelve noon. Children from pre-school
age to grade two are all welcome. Come join the fun time!

Join the HomeFront Day Team
On Saturday, May 3rd St Mary Magdalen
Parish will participate in a HomeFront
Project. This year marks the 11th year that our
parish has worked together to assist a
homeowner in need. We invite you to join our team, all skill
levels are needed, and many tasks need to be done.
Sign-up sheets are available at the church entrances of our
church. If you have questions please call Judy Begley at 860274-6472 or Susan Atkins at 860-274-9961.

2014 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
In just a few short weeks, our parish has raised $6,871.40 for
the 2014 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. In these trying times,
the need of our surrounding community grow and the
assistance provided by the Appeal is needed more than ever.
If you have not yet made your commitment to this year’s
Appeal, please consider doing so in the days ahead. Your gift
to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal will help continue the
vital services, ministries, and programs that help so many
throughout the Archdiocese.

Lenten Confessions
If you are caught up in the busyness of
life and have fallen away from the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, you can
change that. Every Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of
Hartford will be open on Monday evening from 6:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. for Lenten Confessions. Father Jim will be in the
Church on this Monday evening: April 14, 2014.
Please note there will not be Reconciliation on Saturday,
April 19th.

Shepherd’s Desk
by Father Jim Gregory
There will be a total lunar eclipse in the early morning
this Tuesday, April 15. This lunar eclipse is called total because
the entire Moon with pass through the darkest part of the Earth’s
shadow. Although the entire event will be from 12:54 to 6:38
a.m., totality, the darkest time, will be from 3:07 to 4:25 a.m.
This total eclipse of the Moon is quite significant for
Catholics. An eclipse can only happen when there is a full Moon.
This full Moon is the first full Moon after the spring equinox
which was on March 20. The date of Easter is scheduled each
year to be the first Sunday after the first full Moon after the
spring equinox. The total eclipse of this full Moon draws our
attention to the fact that next Sunday will be Easter Sunday of
the Resurrection of the Lord.
This weekend begins this year’s Holy Week, the highest
week of our Catholic calendar. It is the week that transitions us
from the season of Lent to the season of Easter. The rich
symbols in the celebrations this week are not meant to be
historical re-enactments of the final events in Jesus life, but rather
facilitate our participation in the invisible realities of Christ’s
resurrected life. Through ritual language we commemorate the
passing of Jesus through the darkest shadow of death and
emerging in a greater light of the resurrection.
We begin the week with Palm Sunday of the Passion of
the Lord. The blessing of the palms at the beginning of Mass
shows Jesus is still in the light entering into Jerusalem to the
cheers of, “Hosanna.” The reading of the Passion from the
Gospel of Matthew points us to the oncoming shadows.
Lent ends when we begin the celebration of the Mass of
the Lord’s Supper on the evening of Holy Thursday. We witness
the washing of the feet and the presentation of the holy oils that
will be used in the sacraments for the coming year. It is the
mandate of service Jesus gives us before shadows begin to loom
with his arrest.
On Good Friday we have the Celebration of the Lord’s
Passion when we read the Passion of the Lord from the Gospel
of John and venerate the cross. We are now in the totality of
death.
The Mass of Vigil takes place on the night of the Easter
Vigil in the Holy Night. Here we begin in a dark church. We
gather outside around a large Easter fire. We bless and light the
new Easter Candle. We return inside to hear the story of our
salvation in the new Easter light. We bless the new Easter water
and bring back the Alleluia. Now in new light, the joy and
power of this celebration pour over into the celebrations of the
Resurrection of the Lord on Easter Sunday.
The total lunar eclipse is nature’s way of showing us the
paschal mystery of Jesus suffering, dying, and rising to new life,
the core of our Catholic faith and identity. The rituals of this
week bring about these realities in our lives that we may
embrace darkness with the promise and hope of new light.
Come to these great celebrations. Perhaps they are late.
Perhaps they are long. They are the greatest celebrations at Saint
Mary Magdalen, and they are better than staying up all night
watching an eclipse.

