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Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, March 8, 2014
Vigil First Sunday of Lent
4:00 p.m. Emil P. & Mary Coviello
requested by Annette
SUNDAY, March 9, 2014
First Sunday of Lent
8:30 a.m. Giocondia Guerrera
requested by her daughter
10:30 a.m. Giuseppina Velardo Disisto
requested by Bruno & Mary
MONDAY, March 10, 2014 Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Anne Dattilo
requested by Tony & Louise Sica
TUESDAY, March 11, 2014 Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Our parish community
WEDNESDAY, March 12, 2014 Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass of thanksginvg
requested by a friend
THURSDAY, March 13, 2014 Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mary Schroeder
FRIDAY, March 14, 2014 Lenten Weekday
No Morning Mass
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
SATURDAY, March 15, 2014
Vigil Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 p.m. Gabriel & Anna Marie Rosa
requested by Sam & Marie
SUNDAY, March 16, 2014
Second Sunday of Lent
8:30 a.m. Denise Dunn
requested by her brother Normand
10:30 a.m. James Sciascia
requested by the Jalbert family

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions

The Church: Rocco & Giocondina Guerrera, Michangelo &
Anna and Angelo Antonio Perugini reserved by Katerina
Perugini & family.
If a parishioner or family member is sick at
home or in the hospital and would like a
visit from a member of the Pastoral Care
Staff, or his / her name placed on the
prayer of the faithful please call the parish
office at 860-274-9273.

Stewardship of Treasure
Our parishioners need to give $5,500 every week to our
spiritual home in order to maintain it financially.
The weekly stewardship offering for February 22 & 23
totaled $ 4,298.75 and On Line totaled $342.00.
March 1 & 2 totaled $6,622.00 and On Line totaled$387.00.
Thank you for your continued support of your faith home.

Activities & Meetings
March 9 - 15, 2014
SUNDAY
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Confirmation II, Church Hall
Wee Celebrate Program, Church Hall

MONDAY
6:00– 7:00p.m. Lenten Confessions, Church
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

REACH Youth Group, Church Hall
Catholic Women’s, Rectory Meeting Rm.

TUESDAY
3:45-5:15 p.m. Religious Ed grades 1-6, SMMS
7:00 p.m.
Bazaar Planning Mty, Rectory Meeting Rm.
7:00 p.m.
Cub Scouts, Church Hall
WEDNESDAY
1:00 p.m.
Legion of Mary, Chapel
3:45-5:15p.m. Religious Ed grades 1-6, SMMS
6:00-7:30p.m. Religious Ed grades 7 & 8 SMMS
THURSDAY
7:00 p.m.

Boy Scouts, Church Hall

FRIDAY
7:00 p.m.

Stations of the Cross, Church

SATURDAY
3:00-3:30 p.m. Confessions, Church

Saint Mary Magdalen School
www.smmsoakville.org

Vocations: We do not live on bread alone
but on every word that comes from the mouth
of God. Who will proclaim that word to us?
Pray for an increase of vocations to priesthood
and religious life. If you are considering a vocation, please
speak to Father Jim at the parish office, 860-274-9273. Or
contact Fr. Anthony Smith at 860-242-5573.
2014 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
The 2014 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is
now underway in our parish. Your
support of this year’s Appeal ensures
that essential charitable, educational, and pastoral ministries
of the Archdiocese o Hartford are continued and carried
forward.
We hope you can help meet our parish goal of $30,000.00.
If you would like to make a gift, simply mail in your pledge
card. Didn’t receive one in the mail and would like one, we
have copies on the back table of the church.

March 9, 2014

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.
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Lenten Confessions

If you are caught up in the busyness of
life and have fallen away from the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, you can change that. This Lenten season,
every Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Hartford will be
open on Monday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for
Lenten Confessions. Father Jim will be in the Church on the
following Monday evenings: March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7, &
14 as well as Saturdays in the reconciliation room from 3:00
to 3:30 p.m.

Stations of the Cross
Join fellow parishioners as we pray the
Stations of the Cross on the Friday evenings
of Lent at 7:00 p.m. in the church. We will
hold the following intentions in our hearts
each week.

March 14: To love and serve more fully
March 21: To remember the goodness of our Father
March 28: To renew a sense of unity
April 04: To offer patience and understanding
April 11: To recall the memory of the departed

Local Lenten Series
Join the Watertown/Oakville Ecumenical Council in their
Lenten reflection series, Preparing for the Promise Each
reflection is on a Monday of Lent and begins at 7:00 p.m.
March 10 --Temptation of the Lord; Gateway Bible, Oakville
March 17 – Nicodemus; All Saints, Oakville
March 24 – Women at the well; Our Savior Lutheran,
Thomaston
March 31- Man Born Blind; St. Mary Magdalen, Oakville
April 7 – Raising of Lazarus: Union Congregational, Oakville

ANNUAL BINGO PARTY

On Monday, March 24th, our REACH teens
will host our annual Senior Bingo night. This
free event has become a favorite of our seniors (age 62 and
over) during the past few years.
Come enjoy some
camaraderie with your fellow seniors, free refreshments, and
free chances to win some great prizes (most of which are
donated by local merchants). Doors open at 6:30 PM in the
Church Hall.

A Lenten Program “Amazing Love”
God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only
son…(John 3:16) How often do we take time to really reflect on the
amazing power of God’s love? The program includes presentations,
music, quite reflection, and prayer. Our presenters for the morning
are Sheri Dursin and Ann Mariano.
All men, women, and teens are invited and encouraged to join us
on Saturday, March 29th at 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. We will meet in
the parish rectory chapel at 145 Buckingham Street. Pre- registration
is needed. (This program is FREE) Sign up at the entrances of the
church or by contacting the parish office at 860-274-9273.
Refreshments will be served all, are welcome to attend.

Shepherd’s Desk

by Fr. James T. Gregory

Repent, and believe in the Gospel. Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. This is
what is told to us when we are marked with ashes to
begin the season of Lent. We are reminded that we are
limited creatures living as human bodies. Yet we are
also reminded that these human bodies hold much
potential if we are open to receiving the joy of the
Gospel.
The season of Lent provides a great opportunity
to open ourselves more to the joy of the Gospel. This
opening of ourselves to the joy of the Gospel calls us in
our repentance to go beyond ourselves and the security
we have placed around us.
On this first weekend of Lent we have the image
of the desert where Jesus was led by the Spirit to be
tempted by the devil. We face many temptations in this
day and age that might make us a desert. The
temptation takes the form of living without
acknowledging our Christian roots or identity.
For example, we may promote our Catholic
values and live by these values alone excluding them
from our Sunday celebrations of Mass which give these
values their context and their worth. We may
congratulate ourselves for having the values and doing
the works of charity without the celebrated faith. It
becomes a spiritual materialism. Over time these values
become arid and can be easily abandoned as they dry
up and blow away and we are left with empty work.
However, if we find that this may be the case
with us, there is Lenten hope. Perhaps this
desertification can become an opportunity to thirst for
God more in our lives and to come to know the joy of
the Gospel. God led the people of Israel through the
wilderness to the Promised Land. Jesus emerged from
the desert totally dependent on the love of God. What
could be the possibilities for us?
If we repent and believe in the Gospel, perhaps
we can thirst more for God. Perhaps God may lead our
way through our self-made desert to life of faith in
communion with others. Perhaps our faith can see the
promise of new life.

