St. Mary Magdalen Parish

Oakville, CT.

Activities & Meetings

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, July 25, 2015
Vigil Mass Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Rafaela Calabrese
requested by her loving family

July 26 –August 1, 2015
SATURDAY
3:00- 3:30p.m.

Confessions, Church

SUNDAY, July 26, 2015 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m. Marie Caldeira McCleary requested by her family
10:30 a.m. Evelyn Lane requested by her family

Father Jim is on vacation this week. There is no daily
Mass here, however daily Mass is celebrated at
12:15p.m. at St. John the Evangelist in Watertown or
8:00a.m. at Our Lady of Loreto in Waterbury.
SATURDAY, August 1, 2015
Vigil Mass Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Idella Viltrakis Sciascia
requested by her loving family
SUNDAY, August 2, 2015 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 a.m. Stella Calo
10:30 a.m. Frank & Rose & Petino
requested by John Bavone

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions
The Church: Herman & Evelyn Lane reserved by their family.

Stewardship of Treasure

Our parishioners need to give $5,500 every week to our
spiritual home in order to maintain it financially. The weekly
stewardship offering for weekend July 18 & 19, $4271.00 and
Online $511.00. Total for the weekend $4782.00.
We are in the red for this week by $13187.00

Our Online Giving system now is also an App for Apple
products! You can download it and use it even if you already
give through Online Giving or are new and want to create
an account. Go to the App Store to download and then
register by entering our church Id (407) or sign up by visiting
our parish website at: www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.

Summer Offertory Envelopes
Many thanks to all those dedicated parishioners who mail or
deliver weekly envelopes to the parish office when you’re out-oftown or will be away on vacation this summer. Don’t forget that
St. Mary Magdalen now offers Online Giving! We are now
offering an online option that complements our offering envelope
use. By signing up to give your weekly offertory and special
collections online, you will help the parish more accurately
forecast our finances and plan more strategically.
Online Giving is a safe, secure and dependable means of income
for our parish. It cuts down on the office “busy work” so we can
focus more on the mission of the parish. Go to
www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org. for more information or to sign
up.

Saint Mary Magdalen School
www.smmsoakville.org
For the most recent information visit their website.

New Parishioners: Welcome to our parish. Please
introduce yourself to Fr. Jim Gregory after Mass. He
wants to know and serve you. We encourage you to
share your time, talent, and treasure to our parish community. Please
register by stopping in or calling the parish office during the week
Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. You are a blessing
to our parish family and we’re glad you’re here!
Mission Cooperative Appeal Weekend
August 1 & 2
On the weekend of August 1 & 2 Father Adolph Menendez will
speak to us on behalf of Xaverian Missionary Fathers. Through
the Missionary Cooperation Plan of the Archdiocese of
Hartford you can share in the work of these missionaries, with
your spiritual. Personal and financial support. Please be
generous to these missionaries who are bringing the Gospel
message in your name to places where missionary work can be
most difficult. Thank you and God bless.

Faith Formation Registration
Begins August 15th – September 1, 2015
All registration information, including forms for new and
returning students will be available on the information table
located in the back of the church as well as on line at
www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org August 15th. Please log onto
our website, click on “Faith Formation” and click on the
header that applies to you. Registration forms and payments
can either be put in the collection basket at church (marked
Faith Formation) or mailed to the rectory. Registration
deadline is September 1, 2015.
Please note, there will be NO mailing of registration
information in June. Everything will be on line. If you have
any questions, please contact the Faith Formation Office.
(860)-274-1955 Please check the Church bulletin for future
information. Calendars for the upcoming year will be on line
in September. Have a great summer.

July 26, 2015
NEW BEGINNINGS
Last weekend to give…
This is the last weekend we are collecting monetary donations.
Your donation will help provide back to school clothing for
kids from families in need in Oakville and Watertown. We
hope to sponsor several children this year. Please write “NEW
BEGINNINGS” on an envelope and drop off your donation in
the collection basket no later than July 27. Donations may be
in the form of cash or check (checks made payable to St. Mary
Magdalen Church).

NOW IS THE TIME TO PLAN A RETREAT…
Revive your body, soul and mind by going on retreat. Recharge through conferences, workshops, prayer services,
delicious home cooking, and plenty of free time. Our Lady of
Calvary Retreat Center in Farmington invite the women of our
parish on retreat to enjoy rest and renewal.
Stroll their beautiful grounds and enjoy free time with a chance
to rest, reflect on life, and renew your relationships.
Sign up now for our Parish Retreat Our Lady of Calvary in
Farmington. The retreats begin on Friday evening and end on
Sunday about noon. Enjoy some free time and a chance to
think about those things that really matter-- like your
relationships with your family, friends and God.
Women of the parish, Come away for the weekend. Sign up
now for our parish retreat at Our Lady of Calvary Retreat
Center in Farmington, CT. on the weekend of October 2-4 this
year’s theme is “Encountering the Tenderness of God”
If you’ve considered a retreat in the past, don’t miss this
opportunity for an uplifting and fulfilling experience! Take
some time to think about it, check out our display board on
the back table of the church. Or maybe ask someone you know
about her retreat; you may be surprised by what you learn.
Please give this invitation serious consideration. We promise
you this could be the greatest gift you give yourself! For
registration forms or for more information please contact Bev
Monterosso at 860- 274-5841 or Roberta Hardt at 860- 2749273.
Readings for the Week of July 26, 2015
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Mt 13:47-53
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Mt 13:54-58
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Mt 14:1-12

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.
Shepherd’s Desk

By Fr. Jim Gregory
Last Sunday we had our fourth annual Saint Mary Magdalen
Feast Picnic in honor of our parish patron whose feast day was
July 22. Those who offered their wishes for no rain to God got
their prayers answered. It was a beautiful summer afternoon.
Part of the beauty of the summer’s day was the heat. It was
hot!
The 112 who attended gathered leisurely under the school
pavilion and allowed the heat to slow everything down. It was
too hot for volleyball, but not too hot for games involving
water balloons. I was a favorite and willing target for the
balloons.
Lots of wonderful conversations took place under the pavilion
over hamburgers hot dogs and fries, chicken and salad,
watermelon and assorted homemade desserts. There was a
bingo game among some and I participated in some cards.
Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and many helped to
clean up after the fun. Congratulations to all the raffle winners.
I wished to thank everyone who was involved in planning and
executing this summer community event: Vita Ciullo, Pam &
Ken Guay and the Guay Family, Karen Grendzinski, Sue
Ponton, Mary Ellen FitzMaurice, Caroline Dodge, Roberta
Hardt, Frankie’s for cooking, Pam Chepulis & Susan Fournier
our school’s summer camp counselors for accommodating us,
and the Confirmation students who put in volunteer time. Let’s
have it again next year!

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"A large crowd followed him, because they saw the signs he
was performing on the sick." Jesus was attracting attention
because of the miracles he had been working. Word spread,
and people wanted to see it for themselves. In today's Gospel,
a huge crowd--five thousand men--gathered to see if Jesus was
really a miracle worker. And he didn't let them down. This
time, instead of performing a miraculous healing for someone
who was sick, Jesus performed a miracle that helped everyone
who was there. He fed them all, out of the tiniest bit of food:
five barley loaves and two fish. And with twelve baskets of
leftovers to boot!
In case any of them had been in doubt before, this sign made
it clear. Jesus was the Messiah. The people said, "This is truly
the Prophet, the one who is to come into the world." Each
person in attendance had a personal experience of the power
and providence of the Lord that day when they ate their fill.
Jesus not only met their needs, but he went above and beyond
this by multiplying the loaves and fishes in such abundance. It
was as if he was saying, "I want you to have what you need
and more. And I have the power to provide it for you."
This miracle-working, food-producing, need-meeting Jesus is
the same Jesus that we believe in. This is the same man that we
call our savior. This is the Lord we pray to and the One to
whom we entrust our lives. This ancient Gospel story is not
irrelevant to our lives; it is also part of our story, here, today.
Jesus can also provide for us. He has the power, and the desire,
to give us all that we need and even more. He wants to feed
us, too, with a satisfied and abundant life, a life of lasting
fulfillment.

