St. Mary Magdalen Parish

Oakville, CT.

Activities & Meetings

Mass Intention

SATURDAY, March 28, 2015
Vigil Mass Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
4:00 p.m. Carmela Barletta
requested by Lupoi Family
SUNDAY, March 29, 2015 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
8:30 a.m. Nicola Mucciacciaro
requested by her sister
10:30 a.m. Donata Gurerrera
requested by daughter
MONDAY of Holy Week, March 29, 2015
8:00 a.m. Mass of thanksgiving
requested by a friend

March 29 – April 4, 2015
SUNDAY
10:30a.m.
MONDAY
6:00p.m.

“Wee Celebrate” Religious Ed for 3-5yrs.olds, Hall
Coffee and fellowship, Church Hall
Lenten Confessions, Church

Saint Mary Magdalen School
www.smmsoakville.org

TUESDAY of Holy Week, March 30, 2015
8:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY of Holy Week, March 25, 2015
8:00 a.m.

Easter Triduum

Holy Thursday, April 2, 2015
7:00 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until 8:30 p.m.
Followed by Night Prayer
Good Friday, Friday, April 3, 2015
3:00p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday, Saturday, April 4, 2015
11:00a.m. Blessing of the Easter Food
8:00p.m. Easter Vigil Mass

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
The Archbishops Annual Appeal provides help
to those in need! Together, we can and do
make a profound difference in the lives of
many individuals and families, in a way that exceeds anything
we could hope to achieve on our own. Please consider support
in this important initiative. Every gift makes a difference. There
are packets on the back table of the church if you didn’t receive
one by mail. Thank you for your continued support.

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2015

8:30 a.m. Mass of the Day
10:30 a.m. Mass of the Day

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions
The Church: Giusppina Velardo Disisto
reserved by Bruno & Mary

Vocations: Blest

are they who come in the
name of the Lord. Am I being called to proclaim
Jesus as a priest, deacon, brother or sister? If you
believe that you are, call Fr. Jim at the parish
office, 860-274-9273. He would like to speak to you.

Stewardship of Treasure
Our parishioners need to give $5,500 every week to our
spiritual home in order to maintain it financially. The weekly
stewardship offering March 21 & 22 weekend totaled
$5195.00 and On-line giving totaled $465.00.Totaling
$5,660.00. Our goal was met this week! Thank you good
stewards!

Sign up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at:

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.

Easter Triduum 2015
Holy Thursday, APRIL 2
7:00 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until 8:30 p.m.
Followed by Night Prayer
Good Friday, APRIL 3
3:00 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday, APRIL 4
8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass
(There will be no 4:00 p.m. Mass.)
Easter Sunday, APRIL 5
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Mass of the Day

March 29, 2015
LENTEN CONFESSIONS
Do you want to let go of patterns of sin, grow in the life of
virtue, and experience a joyful conversion? Let the light of
God’s mercy shine on you this Lenten season by going to
confession.
All the churches of the Archdiocese will be open for
Confessions this Monday, March 30th from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. This is the last session before Easter Sunday.

This Weekend Palm Cross Pick Up…
Pre-paid/ordered crosses will be available for pick
up in the church hall this weekend of March 28 &
29. (Palm Sunday). There will be no extra Crosses
available. For more information please contact; Mary Disisto
at 860-274-0876. Thank you for your support!

Story of Jesus Bracelet
The Story of Jesus Bracelet is a handmade beaded and charm
bracelet that the SMMS School Board members are sponsoring
as a fundraiser for the church. This makes a beautiful gift for
Easter, First Communion, or Confirmation or any special
occasion. Bracelets can be purchased at the parish office for
$20.00 each they come in sizes small, medium and large. For
more info contact Sue Ponton at 860-274-1956 or the parish
office at 860-274-9273.

Nifty Fifty Fest
Hello Folks,
Saturday, May 9th is our Nifty Fifty Fest Dinner Dance (Fr.
Jim’s 50th Birthday) a fundraiser for our church. We the
committee are seeking your help! (Tickets are available NOW!
$50.00 per person at the rectory!)
We are looking for items for raffles for the evening, such as gift
cards, theme baskets, (or items to make up such baskets), sports
memorabilia, theater show/ games tickets etc.
Can you help? Call the parish office at 860-274-9273 or email
stmmagdalen@aol.com. Items can be dropped off to the
parish office Monday – Friday 10:30a.m. to 1:30p.m. or to the
Church before or after Masses on the weekend. Item deadline
is Tuesday, April 7th.
Also, we are looking for folks to sell tickets and help with the
event. If you are willing and able, call Roberta at the parish
office. Thank you for your continued support to your parish!
The Nifty Fifty Fest Committee
Are you turning 50 or someone you know?? Are you married
for 50 years?? Or any other reason for celebrating 50 years!
Let’s celebrate together! Get your friends together and join in
on the fun on May 9th. You won’t want to miss it! Tickets for
the Nifty Fifty Fest a fundraiser for our parish are now on sale.
With good food, music, dancing and much more!
The Grand Oak Villa of Oakville will host us on Saturday, May
9, 2015, which is Father Jim’s 50th Birthday. Tickets for the
dinner are $50.00 per person or $500.00 for a table of 10.
This is a CASH BAR event.

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.
Shepherd’s Desk

By Father Jim Gregory
Perhaps it is because of the snow and
the cold, perhaps it is because Easter is on the
earlier side, or perhaps it is just me; but the
forty days of Lent seemed to fly by this year.
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord has
come quickly this year initiating Holy Week
concluding with the Easter Triduum.
The three days of the Easter Triduum – from the evening of
Holy Thursday to the evening of Good Friday, from the evening of
Good Friday to the evening of Holy Saturday, and from the evening
of Holy Saturday to the evening of Easter Sunday – are rich in liturgical
celebrations, the best we have at Saint Mary Magdalen. With the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday the Gloria returns to the
Mass after its forty day absence in Lent. This is because Lent ends at
the beginning of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. At the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper we witness the washing of the feet and the presentation
of the holy oils that will be used in the sacrament for the coming year.
On Good Friday we have the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion where
we read the Passion of the Lord from the Gospel of John and venerate
the cross which is down the center aisle.
The best of the celebrations, the Triduum’s Mass of Vigil,
takes place on the night of Holy Saturday. There we begin in a dark
church. We gather outside around a large Easter fire. There we bless
and light the new Easter Candle. We return inside to hear the story
of our salvation in the new Easter light. During the Vigil we also bless
the new Easter water and bring back the Alleluia to join the Gloria.
Many times baptisms, confirmations, and first Communions for adults
take place during the Vigil. The Vigil lasts at least two and half hours,
but its joy and spirit make it seem much shorter. The power of this
celebration pour over into the celebrations of the Resurrection of the
Lord on Easter Sunday.
The Easter Triduum – the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, and the Mass of Vigil – is seen as
one long continuous celebration. It begins on Holy Thursday, but the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper just stops without a conclusion. The
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion just starts without a beginning on
Good Friday and stops again only to start again at the Mass of Vigil.
The Triduum celebration ends with a majestic conclusion, “Go forth,
the Mass is ended, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.”
What ties the celebrations together between liturgies is the
paschal fast observed in our homes. This paschal fast is observed
everywhere on Good Friday and, if possible, on Holy Saturday until
the Vigil in order to honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus
and to prepare ourselves to share more deeply in his resurrection. If
our health permits, the fast is having only one large meal and two
light meals with no eating between the meals. I might also add that
this fast could include a significant reduction in the use of electronic
media (television, radio, internet, etc.).
The three days of the Triduum serve as a bridge from the
forty days of Lent to the fifty days of Easter. The rich symbols in these
celebrations are not meant to be a historical literalistic re-enactment
of the final events in Jesus life, but rather facilitate our participation
in the invisible realities of Christ’s resurrected life. These great liturgies
of the Triduum are a window into the love God continually pours
out on us. It would be to all our benefit to participate in them.

