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Activities & Meetings

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, December 7, 2013 Vigil Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. John Arnauskas
requested by his wife Elinor
SUNDAY, December 8, 2013 Second Sunday of Advent
8:30a.m. Gabriele & AnnaMaria Rosa
requested by Joe & Enza
10:30a.m. Paul Valerio
requested by his family
MONDAY, December 9, 2013
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00a.m.Our parish community
TUESDAY, December 10, 2013 Advent Weekday

8:00a.m Michele Mancini
WEDNESDAY, December 11, 2013 Advent Weekday
8:00a.m. Mass of thanksgiving
requested by a special friend
THURSDAY, December 12, 2013 Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:00a.m The Blessed Virgin Mary
requested by the Legion of Mary Ministry
FRIDAY, December 13, 2013 Saint Lucy
No Morning Mass

December 8 - 14, 2013
SUNDAY
8:30a.m.
10:30a.m.

Confirmation II, Church Hall
Wee Celebrate Program, Church Hall

MONDAY
6:00p.m.
6:45p.m.

Catholic Women’s Org., Annual Dinner Meeting
REACH Youth Group, Church Hall

TUESDAY
7:00p.m.

Cub Scouts, Church Hall

WEDNESDAY
1:00p.m.

Legion of Mary, Chapel

THURSDAY
7:00p.m.

Boy Scouts, Church Hall

SATURDAY
3:00-3:30p.m.

Confessions, Church

Visit the web site for current news at
www.smmsoakville.org.

SATURDAY, December 14, 2013 Vigil Third Sunday of Advent
4:00 p.m. Patricia Jurevich
requested by her loving daughters and family
SUNDAY, December 15, 2013 Third Sunday of Advent
8:30a.m. Joseph Valerio
requested by his family
10:30a.m. Alfred Zemaitis
requested by his wife & family

Vocations: Let us pray for an increase in
vocations to priesthood and religious life. If you are
considering a vocation as a priest or religious, call
Fr. Jim at the parish office, 860-274-9273. He
would like to speak to you.

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions

The Church: Herbert Roncarti reserved by the Belval Family
The Chapel: Joseph Destefano, Sr. reserved by his family
Candle Intentions The parish office is now accepting candle
intentions for a donation of $20.00 for the Sanctuary candles that
burn weekly in honor, celebration or in remembrance of an
individual. The candles are located at the Tabernacle in the Church
and Chapel. If interested, please contact the parish office at 860274-9273.

Christmas Mass Schedule 2013
Tuesday, December 24, Nativity of the Lord
Christmas Eve, 4:00 p.m., Vigil Mass

Stewardship of Treasure

Our parishioners need to give $5,500 every week to our spiritual
home in order to maintain it financially.
November 16 & 17, 2013 Weekly $4,807.01
Monthly $2,407.35 On-Line Giving $364.00.
November 23 & 24, 2013 Weekly $4,095.00
On-Line Giving $365.00.
November 30 & December 1, 2013 Weekly $4,552.00
On-Line Giving 4365.00.
2013 End of Year Appeal to date $9,487.00 with 107 returns.
Thank you for your generosity.

Christmas Midnight, 12:00 a.m., Midnight Mass
Wednesday, December 25, Nativity of the Lord
Christmas Day, 9:30 a.m., Mass of the Day

December 8, 2013

www.stmmagdalen-oakville.org.
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Sacrament of Baptism
We as a community rejoice with Abigail Rose Mendello and
Madeline Marie Lockton who were brought into the people
of God through the waters of Baptism. We’ll keep them and
their families in our prayers as they begin this new stage in
their journey of faith.

Gifts due by next Sunday!
The Social Justice Ministry has set up the annual
Giving Tree in the side alcove of our church. It is
filled with opportunities for giving to others in
need in the local area. This year we will be
supporting Carolyn’s Place, Apple Rehab Center, St. Vincent DePaul
Mission, and Pleasant View Manor. Please take a moment and take
a tag from the tree. Then purchase the gift listed on the ornament
tag, wrap it and tape the tag on the outside of the gift. Please return
all gifts to the church before or after Mass no later than Sunday,
December 15. Thank you for your continued support with parish
outreach work.

Catholic Women’s Organization News…
The next meeting for the C.W.O. will be held this Monday
evening, December 10 at 6:00 p.m. in the rectory meeting
room. All members are reminded to bring their dish to share
and their $5.00 donation for our annual giving. All women
of the parish are welcomed to attend.

Advent in the Home
Advent is a time to STAY AWAKE. In the
darkness of winter we wait for the light to
come- the LIGHT of the world – Jesus Christ.
We keep our eyes open to that which has
already been given to us and anticipate the one
to come – Emmanuel.
An Advent Prayer
Lord Jesus,
Master of both the light
And the darkness,
Send your Holy Spirit
Upon our preparations for Christmas.
We who have so much to do,
Seek quiet space
To hear your voice each day.
We, who are anxious over many things,
Look forward to your coming among us.
We, who are blessed in so many ways,
Long for the complete joy of your kingdom.
We, whose hearts are heavy,
Seek the joy of your presence.
We are your people, walking in darkness,
Yet seeking the light.
To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!
Amen.
By Henri J. M. Nouwen

Shepherd’s Desk
By Father Jim

The Pontifical Academy of Sciences at Casina Pio IV in the
Vatican was not the only academy I visited on my pilgrimage
to the Vatican Observatory in early November. I also visited
the American Academy in Rome located on Janiculum Hill,
one of the highest points in Rome.
As its website (www.aarome.org) states, “The American
Academy in Rome is the oldest American overseas center for
independent study and advanced research in the arts and
humanities.” The American Academy in Rome is the only
foreign academy in Rome that is not primarily supported by
its government. The research and study are done by an
annually rotating group of thirty fellows who come with
their family to live at the Academy. These fellows are postdoctorate non-tenured professors who belong to either the
Academy’s School of Classical Studies or its School of Fine
Arts.
Our company ate lunch in the Academy’s main dining hall
where the fellows share a meal twice daily and discuss with
one another their individual works. We then went to the
Barbara Goldsmith Rare Book Room where we saw an early
copy of Galileo Galilei’s Siderius Nuncius or Starry Messenger
first published in 1610 describing the discoveries he made with
his telescope. Finally we went to the Academy’s gardens and
stood on holy ground. It was here that Galileo introduced
the telescope to the leading scholars and dignitaries of Rome.
On April 14, 1611, in the then vineyard on the Janiculum Hill,
Galileo introduced the telescope to the Jesuits of the Roman
College whose astronomers of a later era constructed
telescope observatories on the roof of Saint Ignatius Church.
Another person at this gathering was Prince Federico Cesi
who became a close friend of Galileo and inducted Galileo
into the Linceorum Academia, the forerunner of the Pontifical
Academy of Sciences. With his acceptance by the Church’s
scientific authorities in the Roman College, and by the
authority among the nobility through Prince Cesi, Galileo
reached the high-point of his fame.
Unfortunately, Galileo’s fame and confidence made him
jealous enemies. After publishing with permission the
Dialogue of Two World Systems in 1632 which supports the
Copernican sun-centered universe, Galileo was found guilty
of heresy by the Inquisition in 1633 and place under house
arrest. (Galileo was never excommunicated.) The exact
reason why this happened will never be known. There are
strong indications that Galileo’s trial was the result of the
politics of Pope Urban VIII’s involvement in the Thirty Years’
War. Galileo’s antagonists may have used the politics to
convince Urban VIII, who was a fellow Tuscan, friend and
supporter of Galileo, to turn against him.
Whatever the reasons for Galileo’s trial, two things are
certain. First, the Church will never look good. Second, it had
nothing to do with the Church being against science.

